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Personal data 
 
Resident at: Darmstadt 
 
Year of birth: 1961 
 
Nationality: German 
 
 
 
Professional career 
 
Since October 2013 President of the Institute for Technology in Karlsruhe 
 
Jan. 2010 to Oct. 2013 Vice-President of the Technical University of Darmstadt 
 
Oct. 2006 to Sept. 2012 Member of the Board of Directors of the Fraunhofer-

Gesellschaft and Chairman of the association “Materials, 
Construction Components” 

 
April 2001 to Oct. 2013 Director of the Fraunhofer Institute for Structural Durability and 

System Reliability LBF in Darmstadt and Head of the subject 
area “System Reliability and Machine Acoustics (SzM)” at the 
Technical University of Darmstadt 

 
Dec. 1997 to April 2001 Professor at the Otto-von-Guericke University in Magdeburg, 

holder of the chair for “Adaptronics”, Head of the workgroup 
“Experimental Mechanics” 

 
Jan. 1995 to Dec. 1997 Department Head “Adaptronics”, DLR, Braunschweig 

(Brunswick) 
 
Jan. 1993 to Jan. 1995 Head of the workgroup on “Natural fiber-reinforced plastics in 

automobile and motor vehicle construction at the DLR, 
Braunschweig (Brunswick) 

 
December 1988 Scientific Assistant at the Deutsches Zentrum für Luft- und 

Raumfahrt (DLR) in Braunschweig (Brunswick) focusing on the 
subject area of “Light-weight construction / fiber compounds” 

 
 
 
Studies 
 
Oct. 1981 to Sept. 1988 Studied General Mechanical Engineering at the Technical 

University of Clausthal, Lower Saxony 
 
1992 Earned a doctorate at the Technical University of Clausthal 
 


