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Climate-friendly technologies and investments 

Painting without CO2 already possible today  
 

Bietigheim-Bissingen, February 23, 2023 — Climate protection is 

increasingly determining product development in mechanical and plant 

engineering. This applies in particular to innovation-oriented companies 

such as the Dürr Group: With its new technologies, the world market 

leader is paving the way toward the climate-neutral painting of cars. The 

focus here is on the intelligent use of energy and the use of green 

electricity instead of fossil fuels. The Dürr Group is also improving its own 

climate footprint. In 2022, the company lowered its CO2 emissions by a 

good 40%, focusing on green electricity and investing in photovoltaics.  

 

“We can already build CO2-free paint shops for our customers today,” says Dr. 

Jochen Weyrauch, CEO of Dürr AG. To this end, the company has a two-

pronged approach: Firstly, it is offering systems that can be powered by green 

electricity instead of natural gas. Secondly, it is focusing on using energy even 

more efficiently. The automotive industry is benefiting from this in multiple ways: 

Manufacturers are lowering their energy costs and can operate their paint shops 

sustainably, thus enabling them to achieve their climate targets more quickly. 

“We are helping our customers to fulfill the decarbonization pledge,” states Dr. 

Jochen Weyrauch. 

 

When it comes to decarbonization, the paint shop is a particularly important 

area in automotive production. This is because the painting process accounts 

for over 40% of the energy an automaker requires for its plants. Some of the 

energy-intensive stages include curing car bodies and air-conditioning the paint 

booths. Thanks to its new technologies, Dürr can make a correspondingly high 

contribution toward lowering greenhouse gas emissions in the automotive 

industry. 

 

Dürr is currently building an almost CO2-free paint shop for a German auto-

maker. The paint shop’s oven and exhaust-air purification systems are heated 

entirely using electricity from renewable energy sources. In addition, Dürr is 

using the intelligent EcoQPower energy network for the first time. It ensures 

that the heat and cold generated during plant operation are not lost but directed 
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where they can be used for heating and cooling. At the heart of this combined 

heating and cooling system are heat pumps, water circuits, and intelligent 

software.  

 

Sustainable manufacturing processes for sustainable products 

Systems optimized for energy and emissions are often installed in factories for 

electric cars. After all, manufacturers and buyers want their non-CO2-producing 

cars to be built in a way that generates low emissions. The Dürr Group has 

gone further in preparing itself for electromobility and is developing special 

technologies for building e-cars. Examples include test stands for electric 

motors and manufacturing technology for battery cells. In 2022, order intake 

relating to production systems for e-cars grew by over 40% to more than €1.1 

billion. Orders from the battery sector exceeded the €100 million mark for the 

first time, because Dürr is delivering solvent recovery systems to several new 

gigafactories in Europe. 

 

“We are placing our strategic focus on technologies for manufacturing 

sustainable products for a largely CO2-free society,” says CEO Dr. Jochen 

Weyrauch. “In doing so, we are not only keeping an eye on electromobility and 

the automotive industry. We are also supporting the transformation toward 

climate-friendly products in other sectors through suitable manufacturing 

processes.” The Group’s subsidiary HOMAG, for example, is expanding its 

business in production systems for climate-friendly timber houses. In 2022, the 

automation specialist Teamtechnik, which has been part of the Dürr Group 

since 2021, received its largest order to date in production systems for solar 

modules. Dürr is also on a growth trajectory in environmental technology, for 

instance with exhaust-air purification systems for chemical and pharmaceutical 

production.  

 

Climate footprint improved: CO2 emissions 40% lower than in 2021 

The Dürr Group has also been investing in climate-friendly technologies at its 

own sites. In 2022, factory and office buildings in Germany, China, and Spain 

were equipped with photovoltaic systems. In many places, charging stations for 

electric company cars went into operation. The company’s sites in Germany, 

India, Canada, Mexico, Brazil, and the United States, switched to green 

electricity, with all other sites due to follow in 2023. Oil and gas consumption 

sank by roughly 10% in 2022. Dr. Jochen Weyrauch states: “The guiding theme 

of our climate strategy is: investing instead of compensating. We prefer to invest 

in climate-friendly technologies and energy rather than in compensation 

certificates, which sometimes have a dubious reputation.” 
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With its climate investments and better energy mix, the Group is on the right 

track toward achieving its climate strategy targets. In 2022, greenhouse gas 

emissions directly attributable to the company were a good 40% lower than in 

the previous year (Scope 1 and 2). Compared to 2019, the reduction amounted 

to around 50%. The Group thus exceeded its 40% target and has already 

achieved most of the 70% reduction it aims to reach by 2030. 

 

The energy intensity of the operating business has also improved significantly. 

In 2022, the amount of energy required to generate sales of one million euros 

was 14% lower than in the previous year. This means the Group’s energy 

consumption only increased by around 5%, while sales grew by 22%. 

 

Images for this press release can be found here. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

The Dürr Group is one of the world's leading mechanical and plant engineering firms 
with extensive expertise in automation, digitalization and energy efficiency. Its products, 
systems and services enable highly efficient and sustainable manufacturing processes 
in different industries. The Dürr Group primarily supplies the automotive industry, 
producers of furniture and timber houses as well as the chemical, pharmaceutical, 
medical devices and electrical engineering sectors. It generated sales of €4.3 billion in 
2022. The company has about 18,500 employees and 123 business locations in 32 
countries. The Dürr Group operates in the market with the brands Dürr, Schenck and 
HOMAG and with five divisions: 
 

• Paint and Final Assembly Systems: paint shops as well as final assembly, testing 
and filling technology for the automotive industry, assembly and test systems for 
medical devices 

• Application Technology: robot technologies for the automated application of paint, 
sealants and adhesives  

• Clean Technology Systems: air pollution control, coating systems for battery 
electrodes and noise abatement systems 

• Measuring and Process Systems: balancing equipment and diagnostic 
technology  

• Woodworking Machinery and Systems: machinery and equipment for the 
woodworking industry 

 

Contact:  

Dürr AG 

Andreas Schaller / Mathias Christen 

Corporate Communications & Investor Relations 

Phone +49 7142 78-1785 / -1381 

Fax +49 7142 78-1716  

E-Mail corpcom@durr.com 

https://www.durr-group.com/en/media/news/news-detail/view/painting-without-co2-already-possible-today-87258
mailto:corpcom@durr.com
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This publication has been prepared independently by Dürr AG/Dürr group. It may 
contain statements which address such key issues as strategy, future financial results, 
events, competitive positions and product developments. Such forward-looking 
statements are subject to a number of risks, uncertainties and other factors, including, 
but not limited to those described in disclosures of Dürr AG, in particular in the chapter 
“Risks” in the annual report of Dürr AG. Should one or more of these risks, uncertainties 
and other factors materialize, or should underlying expectations not occur or 
assumptions prove incorrect, actual results, performances or achievements of the Dürr 
group may vary materially from those described in the relevant forward-looking 
statements. These statements may be identified by words such as “expect,” “want,” 
“anticipate,” “intend,” “plan,” “believe,” “seek,” “estimate,” “will,” “project” or words of 
similar meaning. Dürr AG neither intends, nor assumes any obligation, to update or 
revise its forward-looking statements regularly in light of developments which differ from 
those anticipated. Stated competitive positions are based on management estimates 
supported by information provided by specialized external agencies. 
 
Our financial reports, presentations, press releases and ad-hoc releases may include 
alternative financial metrics. These metrics are not defined in the IFRS (International 
Financial Reporting Standards). Net assets, financial position and results of operations 
of the Dürr group should not be assessed solely on the basis of these alternative 
financial metrics. Under no circumstances do they replace the performance indicators 
presented in the consolidated financial statements and calculated in accordance with 
the IFRS. The calculation of alternative financial metrics may vary from company to 
company despite the use of the same terminology. Further information regarding the 
alternative financial metrics used at Dürr AG can be found in our financial glossary on 
the web page. 
 
 

https://www.durr-group.com/en/investor-relations/investor-service/glossary

